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LETTER 


To the Revd: 


Stephen Radcliffe, &c. 


—ðr.ßuu KRidentem dicere Verum 
Quid vetat? Horace. 
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Learn d, tho' they criticize with the greateſt Juſtice, and ex- 
claim againſt your Writings as ſenſeleſe, dull, inſipid, andil- 
natur d; for these ara things which inevitably fall to the Share 
of Genius's of your Ra ag. what many of much greater 

4, 26 SEEDS - Abilities 
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Wilitĩes have juſtly been tax d with : But as I promise my ſelf 
ou had not the leaſt Intention to please ſuch Persons, Men 
of a Taſte ſo contrary to your own, you are ſo happy as not 
to be disappointed in that Respect. , 
& But to my Stor: 
— it I audita loqui. W 

| happen d the other Night into the Company of ſome 
Gentlemen, Eminent for Learning and good Sense, where, 
fter we had discours'd upon a Variety of other Topicks, one 
of the Company ask d us, if we had yet ſeen Piece written 
byone Radcliffe, ſeemingly, againſt Popery; he had ſcarce men- 


rrize in every Face; which, as I was afterwards inform'd, 

was occaſion d by that Expreffion——AcamsT PortrRy—— 

er ry Person then en knowing you to have been in the 
if Reign, the moſt ſtrenuous Advocate Romaniſim had, among 
the Sons of the Eſtabliſh'd Church.) 

Taurin Amazement had deprived them of the Use of their 
5 till he who firſt ſtarted the Queſtion, thus con- 
inued, 2 : 

ſuppose by your Silence, Gentlemen, you have neither 
ard of the Man, nor his Writings; _— Lord: hes 
ut great, overgrown, lubberly _— indolent — ignorant 
eſt _— diſtinguiſh'd from Men of Sense, by his Compolt- 
ons; —— from all others by his Bulk, Voraciousneſs, and 
harice; and from the Reſt of his ingenious Brethren, by the 
ſitle of Vicar of Naas. Tl be hang'd (cry d one) if this 
ecot he, who lately run mad for the Loſs of a long- expected 
efice! — A Member of the Tripe Club, (crys another). 


2 „ faid the Firſt, his ſcurrilous Pamphlet proves to a De- 
the onſtration, that its Author has had a great Revolution in his 
or- eason; tho I muſt ſay, I thought as much, when from 
n 


1 6: ry he bellow'd Exclamations againſt the Non-Faco- 
tes, making Solomon, (who lived ſome Centuries before ſuch 
iitintion of Parties) call them a * Generation that curseth- 
ter Father, and doth not bleſs their Mother; nor was there 


= zone, who in the leaſt doubted the Juſtneſs of my Cons © 
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are * This alludes tua Sermon of M.. Radcliffe s, on Prov. 30. 
ter Verse, preach'd in mam Churches of this City in Q- 


us Reign, : 
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non d it, when I observꝰ d a General Conſternation and Sur- 
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Tov ma S 
Ain wou d I defend your Charadter, but, as I wasconscious 


that all these Aſſertions were absolutely true, Ly Was 5 ata Loſ 


How toundertake ſo difficulta Task; 
— Pudet hac 22 45 


Ee diei potuiſſe, et non po 
My Thoughts were inſtan employ'd i in examining ever 
part of you, in hopes tolight on ſome one good Quality e 
r but vain (with Concern I ſpeal 

t) were my Hopes, and fruitleſs my Reflections; 0 
Thoughts, like that Species of Men call'd Gold-tinders, hag 
but ſearch da Jakes, without ng any thing torewardt 

reeableneis of the Oper 
At ax des on — | Lever, which was immedi 
uced, and by Consent o ickly read 
And 1 aſſure you thit the r 5 th 

Sentiments of every one with whom I have ſince convers d. 
' Wren the firſt two P were read, wherein you 
acknowledge Mr. Synge to have * Ingenuity, and Candou 
and compliment him on his Succeſs in his Diſputes with th 
Feſuits and Friars; not a Mouth but was inſtantly fill'd wit! 
the Applauſesof your Aa _ One ſaid, that he preach! 
like a primitive 1 (v the way, I never hear 
any dispute ot:) Another that he was an Honour to hi 
Country, and an Ornament to his Profeſſion; like his Sire, 
æealous Supporter of the true Religion, and an Encourager c 
Piety, and Virtue; by many follow'd; low d by moſt; and ad 
mired by all; which certainly is the Character he bears mon 
all Ranks and Degrees of Men; and which, though the 
might be accounted Compliments, if applied t to others, ar 

y far inferior to his Merit? 
In ſnort after a conſiderable Time was ſpent i in enumera 
| his Virtues, we proceeded to examine the reſt -of you 

Leger, like Men who turn away from a molt delightful Prof 
Peet, to peep intoa Charnel-houls. - 

Anp hereI muſtinform you, cri is 88 at preſent mi 
Intention, toacquaint you what Parts they thought arrogant 
filly, impertinent, and ſuch like; becauſe as there is ſcarc 

—— nay even a Word, or Expreſſion in the whole 

ich is not juſtly liable to one, or all of those Imputations, 
ſnou d ſwell it to an exceſſire Bulk, and make it like the Autho 
| ans Lenter, a huge Bundle of Imperfertions. Yo 
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Vo write (Page the 4th.) that you found it a moſt difh- 
cult Matter to keep up the Attention of your well-meaning 
Neighbour. | Now, as no Man of Sense will believe, that an 
ingenious, rational, well-pen'd Discourse, (ſuch as are all 
those that have Mr. Syngs for their Author,) cou'd ever natu- 
rally produce ſuch an extraordinary Effect; and as the World 
believes you delign'd it as a very curious Remark, I ſhzll en- 
deavour te account for it. TT Op „ 
Since the Diſcourse cou'd no more produce ſuch an 
Effect, than Light cou d in it {elf be the Cause of Darkneſs, 
the whole Glory of that Operation muſt neceſſarily fall be- 
tween you and your Neighbour ; But leſt it ſhou'd create any 
Difference between you, I will ſtrive to divide the Honour to 
both, as equally as I can poſſibly. 
As to your Neighbour; his want of Attention might be 
occaſion d, either by the Weakneſs or Deficiency of his 
Judgment and Underſtanding; or by your disagreeable Deli- 
very, or Tone of Voice; or (as the World generally believes, 
and is malt probable) by bott. 
No that he wanted Nen. evident from his 
own Words, (Page 5.) where he ſays, he doth not underſtand 
him: And yet the Divine has convey'd his Sentiments in Ex- 

eſſions intelligibls to all who have the leaſt Glimmerings of 
— His Reasoning is clear, convincipg, and unconfused; 
2nd ſuited as well to the loweſt, as the moſt extenſive Capaci- 
ty. Nay he acknowledges plainly, (Page ibid.) that his not 
underſtanding what he heard, procceded from his own Igno- 
rance: In which we ſhall leave him at present, to pursue our 
Enquiry, whether your Delivery might not juſtly be thought 
the Cause of his Inattention. . ' . 

AnDd' this Truth universal Experience quickly determines. 
There not being I believe ten in this City, of thase who can 
boaſt the Happineſs of hearing youpreach, ho can deny you 
the Glory of having found, as well as“ Fack, that valuable 
Seeret of contriving a ſoperiferous Medicine, which you 
convey into the Ears of your Audience, by which you never 
fail to lull at once their Cares, and their . 

Bur perhaps, Enemies to your riſing Credit, will here 
ſay, that you never have this ſleep-procuring Power ſo much. 
as when you dravvl out your own inſipid Compoſitions, 9 
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all this I grant But yet I answer, that the beſt Discourses if 
deliver'd by you, will have the very fame Force; for I can 
ſwear, from my own Experience, that I ſaw a whole Con- 
gregation fink gently into Slumbers, while you repeated to 
them a Sermonot the Learned Doctor Perkins's on Moderati- 
on, and I muſt own, Icou'd hardly keep my {elf from nod- 
ding; but you know Aliquando bonus dormitat Homerus 
—— and indeed, if we ſeriouſly conſider, how cou d Matters 
happen otherwise; for who cou'd be induced to attend, or be 
leas'd with the moſt elegant Discourse, if an Aſs was to 
the Orator ? V 5 
I can't forbear applauding you for your quoting Doctor 
Hammond. For tho that great Divine in reallity ſays noſuch 
thing as you quote, yet how few will beat the Pains of ex- 
amining his Works, only to discover an arrant Piece of For- 
gery in you, who art already eminently known in the World 
tor numberleſs Qualities of that kind. Tho I muſt fay, I am 
ſorry to find ſuch an absurd Comment charged upon fo great 
a *Father, and Pillar of our Church, as Boo: Hammond, 
by a Person ſo prodigiouſly inferior to him in Judgment, 
and every other valuable Quality. . | 
You have made two very curious Remarks, for which | 
am ſure the learn d World ought greatly to eſteem you; the 
firſt (Page 17.) is, that you ſincerely believe, when Men 
are dead they are absolutely incapable of further Inſtruction; 
the other, (Page 18.) that you ſtrongly ſuspe& the Disciples 
did not wifh for fire from Heay'n to consume the Samaritans 
firſt, in order to convert them afterwards. Two Observati- 
ons, worthy of your {elf 1 ſo true, that no Man in his Senſes 
willdispute the juſtneſs and certainty of them. | 
Wut that Diſtick of Engliſh Verse which you mention 
(Page 29.) was read, after many and various Conjectures con- 
cerning it, we at laſt found it to be taken from Spencers Fai- 
ry Queen; but you had alter d the Expreſſion, and the Senti- 
ment ſo much, that we cou d ſcarce know it in its Disguise, 
like Beggars who ſteal away Noblemen's Children, and ſo 
diſtort their Limbs, and wrap them in Rags, that they are 
ſcarce to be diſtinguiſh'd from their own vile Offspring. For, 


as the Poet wittily expreſſes it, | 
| | | | When 
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then an Aſs, tr aR—d——e begins for to bray, 
Each Brutt, by his Voice, does his Vileneſs betray. 


Methinks it was ſomething unkind of you to make all your 


Brethren of the inferior Clergy as odious Pedants as your ſelf. 
You won't permit them to murmure, without an Ehen 


uantum mutatus and a Qui color albus erat, &c.— not 


one Proteſtant Layman dares open his Mouth without a 
Cui bono and an —— Incidit in Scyllam cupiens, &c. nor 
is Fonah permitted to ſpeak in his own native Language : And 
I aſſure you that all the Scraps of antient Authors, which I 


have ſcatter d thro my Letter, were wholly deſign d to fit it 


to your vitiated Taſte. | 

Do but recolle& the ſolemn Promise you made at the Altar, 
when you was admitted to Prieſts Orders: That you wou'd, 
the Lord being your Helper, labour to maintain, and ſet for- 
ward as much-as in you lieth, Quietneſs, Peace, and Love 
among all Chriſtian People. Is this the Way to promote Peace 
and Love, by black'ning the Character of the Wise, and the 
Innocent, with Scandal and Calumny ? to write in the very 
Gall of bitterneſs againſt a Divine, because fo much your Su- 
perior in Virtueand Knowledge? how great a Resemblance 
is there between you and the ambitious Epheſian, who ſet Fire 
tothe Temple of Diana, only to beremember'd, tho' always 
remember'd with Infamy and Disgrace! 1 

Wren your Letter was thus far read, I was ask d, how I 


cou'd account for your paſſing over the Faults of your own 


Letter; (which, they ſaid was ridiculouſly bad in ev'ry re- 
ſpect,) when you pretended to be ſo quick- ſighted in discer- 


ning the Faults of others? as it was a ſudden Queſtion, I 


thought I cou'd not givea better Solution of it, than from a 
Paſſagein a famous Treatise, that Authors of your kind be- 
ing altogether employ'd and taken up with the Faults, and 
blemiſhes of other Writers, their Imaginations are ſo poſſeſs d, 
ind replete with the Defects of other Pens, that the ver 


Quintefſence of what is bad does of Neceſſity diſtil into their | 


own. | 
I ſhall take my leaveof you with a few Verſes written ex- 
empore, by a Gentleman then present, who deſired they 
night be carefully ſent to you, and areas follows. = 
| | OU'RE 
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vob x like the Viper in the barb rous Land. 
That ſeia d revengetul the Apoſtle's Hand, , © 
That ſtroye to fill his ſacred Limbs with pain, 

But ſtrove to hurt his ſacred Limbs in vain: 

The Godlike Man with Scorn the Beaſt ſurreys, 
Derides its Rage, and with its Venom plays, 

With Malice thus does Innocence engage, 

As He excells in Virtue, Lou in Rage. 


May STN, whoſe Mind's adorn d withe dry Grate 
As Firſt in ee be the Firſt in Place, 6.27 
Do you in all your native Dullneſs ſhine, 

Be Senſe his Talent, be Detraction thine. 


